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2.  How it works��Before you read on, don’t be put off by all the text below.  The following are just guidelines to achieve best results & speed up the process. ��Both garden & kitchen waste can be composted.��There are two types of waste, known as ‘Green’ & ‘Brown’ waste, which need to be added in roughly equal amounts.   Greens are high in nitrogen, browns high in carbon.� �‘Browns’ are dry and dead plant materials such as straw, autumn leaves, dry brown weeds, wood chips & sawdust.��‘Greens’ are fresh (and often green) plant materials such as foliage cuttings, grass clippings, kitchen fruit & vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, tea bags etc.��Too much of any one material will slow down the break down process, so avoid adding layer upon layer of grass clippings without adding a layer of some other material in between.�       �If the material is quite dry, water it a little as the compost heap should be slightly moist throughout.��Good aeration is an essential part of the process and will ensure odours do not develop as the material breaks down.  The beehive compost bin is designed to allow air circulate through all its layers.  Adding varied materials will allow air pockets to develop also.  Ideally, forking the compost every couple of weeks will add a fresh supply of air to the system, boosting the rotting process.��You can also add a few handfuls of soil, some well rotted compost from another heap or some horse manure if you have access to any.  �This will encourage the helpful micro-organisms to colonise your new heap very quickly.��A good heap will start to heat up as the rotting process takes place.   The hotter it is, the faster it rots.��So how long does it take ? The length of time can vary considerably depending on the materials and the way in which they are layered.  During the summer the process is much faster than the winter months. You should see your waste  break down fully to compost within the summer period.  ��Compost is ready when it becomes dark, crumbly and uniform in texture.  





1.  Where to site your compost bin …��A sunny spot, on well drained, open soil is best.  Level & then fork the soil before placing the bottom layer into position.  Make sure the location is easy to access.  ��If you’re short on space, consider clearing a spot within a planting border.  ��       �





3.  Garden Waste - What to compost ��Grass clippings.�Hedge trimmings.�Dead flowers.�Cut flowers.       �General foliage cuttings.�Weeds (foliage only, avoid weed flower, roots or seed heads).�Leaves.�Old bedding plants.�BBQ / Wood fire ash in small amounts, when cold.�Pond weed.�Branches & twigs, cut into pieces.�Fresh Horse manure (works as a great activator).





What not to compost 


�Diseased plant material.�Timbers, over woody stems,  thick branches.�Weed seeds.�Garden waste recently sprayed with pesticide. 


Excessive amounts of evergreen foliage.








4.  Household / Kitchen Waste - What to compost ��Vegetable / Fruit Peelings.�Apple cores, banana skins.�Bread, in small amounts.�Tea bags, tea leaves, coffee grinds.       �Egg shells.


Paper egg boxes, ripped into small pieces.  �Newspaper, needs to be shredded or very finely cut.�Pasta & Rice.�Saw dust & wood shavings.���What not to compost ��Dog & Cat Waste.�Meat & bones.�Fish remains.�Plastic, Glass - any non-biodegradeable materials.�Dairy Products.�Glossy papers & magazines.  �Greasy, oily food such as mayonnaise or butter.�Saw dust & wood shavings from treated woods.





How to make good Compost -





Beehive Compost Bins @ www.gardencompost.ie








